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Handout 1 

Through the window in my classroom 
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Handout 2 

Silent Write 

 

  

A sense of place is important because…  
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Handout 3 

Placelessness—Barriers to connecting with place 

“A sense of place is a unique collection of qualities and characteristics—visual,  

social, cultural and environmental—that provide meaning to a location.” 

www.planetizen.com 

 

1. Standardized curriculum 

2. Internet 

3. Mass media 

4. Electronic gaming 

5. Corporate consumerism 

6. Mass-produced textbooks 

7. Globalization 

8. The culture of fear 

9. Modes of transportation. 

  

http://www.planetizen.com/
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Handout 4 

Definitions of PBL 

1. PBL is a combination of environmental education, sustainability education, project-based 

learning, community-based learning, experiential learning and service learning.  

Delia Clark, 2012. 

2. In the Place-Based Model, everyone is a learner. J.M. Fly, 2010. 

3. At its deepest level, critical place-based education is not merely about making school 

more meaningful or contributing to community life. It is about remembering a deeper and 

wider narrative of living and learning in connection with others and with the land. It is 

about resisting the colonizing erasures and enclosures of schooling that make such 

remembering seem impractical and unnecessary. David Greenwood, 2009. 

4. PBL supports an integrated curriculum. It is an increasingly popular education reform 

that focuses on expanding the classroom beyond the walls of a school into the 

surrounding community... Place-based learning will not look the same when implemented 

in various locations. Rachel Hall, 2015. 

5. PBL is an educational approach that draws on local history, culture, economics, 

environment and circumstances as a curriculum source sometimes with the explicit goal 

of connecting students to their community and thereby promoting citizenship, 

entrepreneurship, community sustainability or environmental stewardship. Wikipedia 

6. PBE grounds students’ learning in local phenomena and students’ lived experience. 

Gregory Smith, 2002. 

7. Place-Based Learning occurs when children, teachers, and adults in the community use 

the social, cultural, and natural environment in which they live as an inquiry-based 

learning laboratory for K–12 students to gain knowledge and skills across the curriculum. 

David Sobel, 2005. 

8. The community and the natural environment are the classroom, and the land is regarded 

as the mother of the people. Kirkness, 1998. 
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Handout 5 

Scenarios 

 

A. The science departments at Beta High and Theta Secondary collaborate to involve their 

students in a local environmental crisis. Industrial run-off is contaminating a local water 

way, disrupting the ecosystem of the local area and negatively impacting the quality of 

life of residents. After a safety demo, the students in the Chemistry 12 class are partnered 

with local authorities to identify the contents of the run-off and research possible 

procedures that will help neutralize the harmful elements. The Biology 11 and 12 

students are tasked with assessing the damage to and developing a plan for revitalization 

of the local ecosystem. 

 

B. Sandeep is teaching grade–10 Social Studies, and this is an election year. He is going to 

get his students to investigate who the political candidates are in the riding where they 

live, what their political parties stand for and what the local issues are. He invites the 

candidates in to speak to the students. The students compile the information gleaned from 

their research and the candidates’ presentation and prepare a leaflet that outlines where 

the parties and candidates stand on the local issues. On the Saturday before the election, 

they deliver the leaflets to the houses and apartments in the neighbourhood. 

 

C. Priscilla, a primary teacher in Penticton, wants to integrate her art and science curricula. 

She is doing a unit on trees with her students for science and she wants to have the 

students use their tactile sense in their art work. She orders the district Tree Bark Kit 

which includes bark samples from Oak, Kapok, Fir, Hickory, Palm and Sycamore trees. 

She encourages her students to pick up the samples, feel the textures with their eyes 

closed and choose their favourite sample to use for their bark rubbing art project. The 

students can then go on-line and find out about the tree: its growth cycle, leaf and seed 

production and where it grows. 

 

D. Johann, the school principal, reports to the staff that the school Parent Advisory Council 

has raised $10,000 for improvements to the school yard. He asks Kelsey, the grade 7 

teacher, to survey the students about possible improvements and changes they would like 

to see made to the school yard. The grade–7 students graph the results of the survey and 

present the results to the PAC. 
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Handout 6 

Template: Bringing PBE to your classroom  

Part 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 2 

1. How connected is your plan to the  

community outside the classroom? 

2. How connected is your plan to your 

 students’ lives? 

3. Where on the continuum does your plan fall? 

(e.g., Toe in, wading, swimming, scuba diving?) 
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Handout 7 

Further Reading 

Definitions of place-based learning (PBL) 

 [PBL] is a combination of environmental education, sustainability education, project-

based learning, community-based learning, experiential learning, and service learning. 

Delia Clark, 2012. 

Delia Clark. “Learning to Make Choices for the Future: Connecting public lands, schools, and communities through 

place-based learning and civic engagement.” Report prepared by The Center for Place-based Learning and 

Community Engagement and A Forest for Every Classroom. December 2008. 

 

In the Place-based Model, everyone is a learner. 

J. Mark Fly, 2009. 

J. Mark Fly et al. A Place-Based Model for K–12 Education in Tennessee. Professor of Wildland Recreation and 

Environmental Psychology Director, Human Dimensions Research Lab Department of Forestry, Wildlife, & 

Fisheries College of Agriculture Sciences and Natural Resources, The University of Tennessee—Knoxville, TN 

markfly@utk.edu  

At its deepest level, critical place-based education is not merely about making school 

more meaningful or contributing to community life. It is about remembering a deeper 

and wider narrative of living and learning in connection with others and with the land. 

It is about resisting the colonizing erasures and enclosures of schooling that make such 

remembering seem impractical and unnecessary. 

David Greenwood, 2009. 

David Greenwood. “Place, Survivance, and White Remembrance: A decolonizing challenge to rural education in 

mobile modernity.” Journal of Research in Rural Education. 24 (10). 2009. 

 

PBL supports an integrated curriculum. It is increasingly popular education reform 

that focuses on expanding the classroom beyond the walls of a school into the 

surrounding community… place-based learning will not look the same when 

implemented in various locations. 

Rachel Hall, 2015. 

Rachel Hall. “Implementing place-based education in the elementary classroom.” A research paper submitted in 

conformity with the requirements for the degree of Master of Teaching Department of Curriculum, Teaching and 

Learning, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto, April 2015. 

 

The community and the natural environment are the classroom and  

the land is regarded as the mother of the people. 

Kirkness, 1998. 

 

[PBL]  grounds students’ learning in local phenomena and students’ lived experience. 

Gregory Smith, 2002. 
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Gregory M. Smith. “Place-Based Education: Learning to be where we are.” Phi Delta Kappan. 83 (8): 584–594.  

April 2002. 

The process of using the local community and environment as a starting point to teach 

concepts in language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, and other subjects 

across the curriculum…emphasizing hands-on, real-world learning experiences… 

David Sobel, 2013. 

David Sobel. Beyond Ecophobia: Reclaiming the heart in nature education. Orion Society. June 2013. 

 

Place-based education occurs when children, teachers, and adults in the community use the 

social, cultural, and natural environment in which they live as an inquiry-based, learning 

laboratory for K–12 students to gain knowledge and skills across the curriculum.  

David Sobel, 2005. 

David Sobel. Place-based Education: Connecting classroom and community. Nature and Listening 4:1–7. 2004. 

 

Place-based education has its roots in environmental education and, similar to the best 

environmental education, it uses the full range of local environments—natural, 

economic, social, political, and cultural—as the foundation for learning…  

[PBL] also includes service learning as one of its key strategies. 

Place-based Education and Evaluation Collaborative (PEEC) 

 [PBL] is an educational approach that draws on local history, culture, economics, 

environment, and circumstances as a curriculum source sometimes with the explicit 

goal of connecting students to their community and thereby promoting citizenship, 

entrepreneurship, community sustainability, or environmental stewardship. 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Place-based_education 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Place-based_education
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General 

 

Place-based Education: Connecting Classroom and Community (article), by David Sobel  

www.antiochne.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/pbexcerpt.pdf 

 

How to Make Learning Local (article), by Grace Rubenstein (2007) 

www.edutopia.org/how-make-learning-local 

 

Principles of Place-based Education 

www.promiseofplace.org/what_is_pbe/principles_of_place_based_education 

 

Community Partners: Making Student Learning Relevant (5:06) 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=30oAIh5y3gE 

 

When Adults Have a Sense of Wonder and Connection to Place (3:37) 

www.geofflawtononline.com/videos/video/memory-lane-wonder-connection/ 

 

Decolonization, Reinhabitation and Reconciliation: Aboriginal and Place-Based Education (article), by Alexa 

Scully https://cjee.lakeheadu.ca/article/viewFile/1113/660 

 

Environmental Educators PSA (especially the Resources section) 

http://eepsa.org 

 

BC Ministry of Education (especially the Environmental Learning section and videos) 

www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/teach/teaching-tools/environmental-learning 

 

Columbia Basin Environmental Education Network (especially their Resources section) 

http://cbeen.ca  

 

 

Elementary school 

 

Place-Based Learning: Using Your Location as a Classroom (5:43) 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3ij_dFpZgw 

 

Place-Based Learning: Connecting Kids to Their Community (5:42) 

 www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQi2UWzba3g   

 

 

 

Secondary school 

 

Outside In: The Walden Project Helps Students See the Forest for the Trees (article), by Grace Rubenstein 

(2007) 

www.edutopia.org/outside-in-walden-project-helps-students-see-forest-for-trees 

 

Place-Based Learning: Connecting Kids to Their Community (5:42) 

 www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQi2UWzba3g 

http://www.antiochne.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/pbexcerpt.pdf
http://www.edutopia.org/how-make-learning-local
http://www.promiseofplace.org/what_is_pbe/principles_of_place_based_education
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30oAIh5y3gE
http://www.geofflawtononline.com/videos/video/memory-lane-wonder-connection/
https://cjee.lakeheadu.ca/article/viewFile/1113/660
http://eepsa.org/
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/teach/teaching-tools/environmental-learning
http://cbeen.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3ij_dFpZgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQi2UWzba3g
http://www.edutopia.org/outside-in-walden-project-helps-students-see-forest-for-trees
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQi2UWzba3g

